
  

  
  
 
  
 
April 10, 2014 

Assembly Member Richard Bloom, Chair 
Assembly Budget Subcommittee #3, Resources and Transportation 
State Capitol, Room 6026 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
RE: Governor’s Budget Proposal to Expand Oil Spill Prevention and Response (OSPR) Program to Rail – 

SUPPORT WITH AMENDMENTS 

 

Dear Assembly Member Bloom and Committee Members:   

On behalf of our organizations, we appreciate the Governor’s attention to the serious safety and 

environmental risks of transporting crude oil, and the effort to improve oil spill prevention and response 

(OSPR) as California faces growing rail transport of crude oil.  However, crude oil by rail transport poses 

grave public health, safety and environmental threats that fall outside OSPR and that remain to be 

addressed.  We are concerned that this effort to improve OSPR may be mistaken to fully address those 

threats by local officials considering new oil terminal projects.  Our organizations support this effort to 

improve OSPR with the strengthening amendments described below.   

Augmenting the OSPR program is a good first step, but much more needs to be done to protect public 

health and safety from the inherently risky practice of transporting crude oil by rail.  We ask that you 

take a comprehensive look at preparedness and prevention issues including emergency response and 

public disclosure of the materials being transported through California’s communities.  With the 

understanding that broadening the base of funding for OSPR is only one part of the solution, we 

commend the Governor’s budget proposal as a significant and positive step towards safeguarding 

California from dirty fossil fuel transport. 

The Governor’s proposed budget provides numerous significant improvements to the current OSPR 

program, in anticipation of increased crude oil by rail transport in California.  Although we are opposed 

to the inherent acceptance of this increased oil rail transport that would put the safety of millions of 

Californians at risk, we support the following changes to OSPR as outlined in the Governor’s Budget 

Proposal: 

 Broad changes throughout the OSPR program to include all surface waters including rivers and 

other freshwater bodies are an important addition to the current program focused on marine 

areas. 

 Collection of fees for both prevention and spill response from all modes of oil transport is a key 

improvement that will ensure that land-based oil transport pays a fair share into these critical 

programs. 



 Reducing the time to fix deficient contingency plans from 90 to 30 days (Sec. 22, 8670.31 (d)) is a 

positive step that underscores the urgency of the need for improved OSPR contingency plans. 

We recommend several amendments to make the program stronger.  First, human health impacts of oil 

spills must be addressed as past accidents have shown acute health impacts and widespread illness in 

the wake of major oil spills and accidents. Second, public access to information is paramount for the 

many Californians who face safety and health risks of crude oil transport through their communities.  If a 

community has crude oil trains going through it, and especially if the specific crude oil transported is 

highly volatile and flammable or explosive, they have a right to know about it.  Third, areas that feed 

drinking water sources must be added to list of environmentally and ecologically sensitive areas that are 

prioritized for oil spill prevention and response.  

Finally, we note that the amended OSPR plan is acutely needed before the required deadline of 2017.  

What will the State do in the meantime in the event of a catastrophic crude oil train derailment or other 

major oil spill?  We believe that any improvements to OSPR required to address the increased risk of 

accidents posed by increased crude oil rail transport must be in place before new crude oil rail terminals 

are built.   

Although our state still consumes significant amounts of fossil fuels, including crude oil transport to our 

refineries, we are working hard to reduce our reliance on dirty and dangerous fossil fuels.  During this 

transition period, we need to make sure that we are choosing the least destructive fuels and 

transporting these fuels in the safest manner.  The Governor’s proposed improvements to OSPR are a 

positive step forward.  However, we respectfully ask the state to halt all new oil terminals until a more 

comprehensive suite of safety measures are in effect to ensure that Californians are adequately 

protected from all catastrophic crude oil accidents.  Thank you for considering our views.   

Sincerely,  

Steven Aceti 
California Coastal Coalition (CalCoast) 
 
Bill Allayaud 
Environmental Working Group 
  
Diane Bailey 
Natural Resources Defense Council 
 
Marilyn Bardet  
Katherine Black 
Benicians for a Safe and Healthy Community 
 
Ethan Buckner 
Forest Ethics

Charles Davidson 
350Bay Area/Sunflower Alliance  
 
Kalli Graham 
Pittsburg Defense Council 
 
Tamhas Joseph Griffith 
Martinez Environmental Group 
 
Kathy Kerridge 
Benicia Good Neighbor Steering Committee  
  
Roger Straw 
The Benicia Independent  
 

 

CC:  Governor Brown 


