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April 28, 2014 
 
Senator Jerry Hill, Chair 
Senate Environmental Quality Committee 
State Capitol, Room 2205 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
RE: SB 1319 (Pavley), Expanded Oil Spill Prevention and Response (OSPR) 
Program including Rail - SUPPORT 
 
Dear Senator Hill and Committee Members:   

On behalf of NRDC (Natural Resources Defense Council), which has 1.4 million 
members and activists, 250,000 of whom are Californians, we are writing in support of 
SB 1319 by Senator Pavley. This bill would improve oil spill prevention and response 
(OSPR) to address growing risks from crude oil transport by rail.  This effort to amend 
OSPR’s responsibilities to add crude oil rail transport is essential as the amount of crude 
oil shipped by rail in California has increased ten-fold over the past year. 

While NRDC supports this effort to improve OSPR, the growing rail transport of crude 
oil poses grave public health, safety and environmental threats that will continue to fall 
outside of OSPR’s authority and that remain to be addressed.  We are concerned that 
this effort to improve OSPR may be mistaken to fully address those threats by local 
officials considering new oil terminal projects.   

SB 1319 provides numerous significant improvements to the current OSPR program, in 
anticipation of increased crude oil by rail transport in California.  Although we are 
opposed to the inherent acceptance of this increased oil rail transport that would put the 
safety of millions of Californians at risk, we support the following changes to OSPR as 
outlined in the Bill: 

• Broad changes throughout the OSPR program to include all surface waters 
including rivers and other freshwater bodies are an important addition to the 
current program focused on marine areas; 

• Collection of fees for both prevention and spill response from all modes of oil 
transport is a key improvement that will ensure that land-based oil transport pays 
a fair share into these critical programs; 

• Disclosure of crude oil characteristics, rail car information and routing; and 
• Inclusion of public health considerations. 

NATURAL RESOURCES DEFENSE COUNCIL  



 
SB 1319 (Pavley)—SUPPORT 
April 28, 2014 
Page 2 
 

Although our state still consumes significant amounts of fossil fuels, including crude oil 
transport to our refineries, we are working hard to reduce our reliance on dirty and 
dangerous fossil fuels.  During this transition period, we need to make sure that we are 
choosing the least destructive fuels and transporting these fuels in the safest manner. 
This bill augments the OSPR program in important ways, which is a good first step, but 
much more needs to be done to protect public health and safety from the inherently 
risky practice of transporting crude oil by rail.  In the meantime, we urge your aye vote 
for SB 1319. 

Thank you for considering our views.   

Sincerely,  

 

Diane Bailey, Senior Scientist 

 

 

Cc: Senator Pavley 

 
 

 


